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A Teacher’s Story—The Contraption Contest Continued 

By Maryann Volmert 

The DUEA Dispatch’s report on 
last year’s under advertised Con-
traption Contest would not be 
complete without including these 
teachers. It is thanks to teachers 
this contraption contest hap-
pened. Those teachers are to be 
applauded for their “above and 
beyond” efforts in time and mon-

ey commitments. 
 Adela Matern, of Maxwell School, 
responding for herself and Emily 
Castro, said, “We, as teachers, 
guided students in their engineer-
ing and [the] modifying of their 
contraptions.” When asked, how 
did the project benefit our kids? 
Replied, “… in many ways…, it 
gave them confidence in them-
selves as they saw their progress 
and success. It also gave them a 
feeling of accomplishment.” 

Andrew Thill, of Andres Duarte 
School, added more depth to our 
understanding about the under-
taking, “My involvement in the 
contraption contest involved lead-

ing two teams through the process 
of building and creating a Rube 
Goldberg contraption.  One of my 
two teams was successful in mak-
ing a functional project that they 
presented to the district. On a day 
to day basis my involvement in-
volved giving up a lot of lunches 
and free periods to help kids con-
struct.  Our school does not have a 
dedicated maker space, so the 

projects dominated a corner of 
my room for about a month.  It 
also involved helping the stu-
dents to procure the materials 
needed to make their contrap-
tion or think of creative ways 
to use their own materials in 
their project.” 

Andrew also shared that the 
benefits to Duarte students 
were lifelong learning lessons, 
“I think this was a very engag-

ing, connective process for my stu-
dents.  It reinforced the value of 
effort as they had many false 
starts and failures  

Continued on next page 

Upcoming Dates 

10/16—Rep Council 

Beardslee 

12/7—Exec Board (CTA Of-

fices Monrovia) 

12/14—Rep Council  

(Maxwell) 

 

Strategy 5(a) Develop and imple-

ment an assessment plan aligned 

with the Common Core State 

Standards to effectively analyze 

student performance data, drive 

instructional decision-making, and 

ensure that all students meet or 

exceed district standards. 

In summary, according to the 

DUSD C.A.P. 2016-2021, the goal 

of this strategy is to develop an in-

house program with district staff 

rather than hiring outside consult-

ants to develop a program.  The 

focus would be narrow and grade 

level specific as well as content 

need specific.  Since it would be 

an in-house developed program, 

there would be opportunities to 

provide feedback in order to adjust 

the program as needed for target-

ed groups, and there would be a 

future consultant fee cost savings.  

In addition, teachers and the dis-

trict staff would have up-to-date 

practices to measure student pro-

gress.   

However, there may be a need to 
increase funding for staff develop-
ment either by providing release 
time or beyond the contract time, 
purchasing of materials, work-

shops, technology upgrades, and 
community outreach in order to 
accomplish this goal.  Although 
there are many advantages to 
achieving this goal, there may be 
some negative consequences 
which may include loss of instruc-
tional time, additional workload, 
anxiety over change, time to build 
consensus on the most appropri-
ate materials, and increased 
stress level on teachers, students, 
staff, and parents. 

CAP Tidbit 



 

By Mark Anderson 

Google Apps for Education intro-
duced Google Classroom to the 
world just two years ago, in Au-
gust 2014.  Since then, many have 
eagerly adopted it as a way to fa-
cilitate communication between 
teachers and students, teachers 
and parents, and even between 

students.  With our district’s 1-1 
student laptop program fully in 
place, it was inevitable that many 
teachers would incorporate 
Google Classroom into their daily 
teaching practice.  The district has 
supported these efforts with staff 

development training on using 
various Google products such as 
Google Docs, Google Forms, and 
of course Google Classroom as 
well. 

Angela Tseng, a new mathematics 
teacher at Duarte High School, us-
es Google Classroom with her stu-
dents in multiple ways.  When her 
students log into her Math I or 
Math II Google Classroom page at 
the start of each period, they get 
their day’s assignment on their 
laptop screen.  According to 
Tseng, a benefit of students taking 
a quiz on Google Forms through 
the Google Classroom platform is 
that they can learn the result right 
away. She stated, “Instead of 
waiting until I grade them, they 
are graded immediately.  I like that 
a lot.”   

In addition to providing immediate 
feedback, Tseng notes that stu-
dents can turn in their assign-
ments by uploading them to 
Google Drive.  “One thing kids find 
useful is being able to comment or 
ask each other for help” using the 

class stream tab.  She is also be-
ginning to use Google Classroom 
to implement the new WTL 
(Writing to Learn) strategies in her 
mathematics classroom. 

Recently, Tseng used Google Class-
room to make the “Hour of Code” 
project easier for her students to 
access, as it makes logging into it 
easier.  She stated that she is also 
able to grade the Hour of Code 
assignments on Google Classroom, 
saving time and paper in the pro-
cess. 
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reinforced the value of effort as 
they had many false starts and fail-
ures The benefits of the project 
were especially precious to An-
drew’s school’s particular student 
population. Andrew added, 
“Seeing as our school is one with a 
student population that is un-

derrepresented in the engineering 
and science fields it was also a val-
uable experience to get a taste of 
what those kind of jobs entail and 
the sense of satisfaction that can 
be gained by going through the 
engineering process. In fact, after 
my group presented their project 
to the judging teams, we had 
group members crying with happi-

ness that their contraption 
worked.  It was an impactful mo-
ment.” 

The DUEA Dispatch recognizes, ap-
plauds and honors the generous 
efforts teachers put forth to en-
sure Duarte’s children receive a 
top-notch education. 

Getting Started  

Alicekeeler.com—A great 

resource that goes over 

implementing technology in 

the classroom 

goo.gl/ykmzL9  - The 

Google Apps for Education 

help forum 

goo.gl/VDbeFm  - 100 tips 

for starting google class-

http://alicekeeler.com/
goo.gl/ykmzL9
goo.gl/VDbeFm

